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whole responded to the admonition by declining
to read the Ministerial journals. There was a further
cause of hostile feeling to the King's Ministers found
in the fact that they were supposed to be in secret
alliance with the King of England and his great
Minister, the Duke of Wellington. The very name
of Wellington was at that time a sound of horror
in the ears of the French public. It was much too
soon to forget that he had been the leading instru-
ment in the policy which crushed the great Revolu-
tion, so far as that revolution was represented by
Napoleon, and put back the heir of the Bourbons on
the throne of France. Now there is not the least reason
to suppose that the Duke of Wellington encouraged,
or would have encouraged, the King of France and
his admirers in the repressive measures which they
intended to adopt. The Duke of Wellington as
an English statesman had always shown himself
obstinate enough in opposing every reform, but he
proved through his whole career in office that he
knew when a popular movement could no longer
be resisted without bloodshed, and that he knew, in
fact, when to give way. But the French public only
saw in him the man who had compelled France to
take back her Bourbon sovereigns, and his supposed
friendship with Polignac was a new crime of Polignac's
in the eyes of the great majority of Frenchmen.

The King and his Ministers at last made up their
minds to coerce the French Press into silence. The
Government issued a series of Ordinances which, if
they could have been carried out, would have
actually extinguished the liberty of the Press in